Reprinted with permission from the lMarch, 1938, issue of Minnesota
History, published by the ilinnesota Historical Society.

WENDELIN GRINMY AND ALFALFAL

GRIIEA ALFALFA is one of llinnesota's main contributions to Amer=
ican agriculture, and its history is an interesting and significant
story of a hardy forage plant that was brought to dmerica some eigh-
ty years ago by a Germen immigrant nemed Wendelin Grimm. Although
millions of Europeans migrated to the United States in the course
of the nineteenth century, Grimm stands out as en individusl farmer
who mede an important specific contribution to American agriculture.
He left his native Klllsheim,a little agricultural village between
Tauberbischof'sheim and Wertheim in the Tauber Valley of the duchy
of Baden, Germahy, in 1857. Since he was nearly forty years of age
when he emigrated, he retained many of his old ferming methods and
interests. Like many other immigrants he brougnt with him some of
his favorite possessions. Among them was & bag of alfalfa seed,
weighing not more than twenty pounds, which was destined to become
the basis of his important agricultural contribution. Grimm reached
Chaska in Carver County about September 1, and there he bought 137
acres in ths northwest aquarter of section 4, range 24 west, Lake-
town Township.

In the spring of 1858, Gri-m planted the seed he had brought with
him in order that he might have & crop of elfalfa, as had been his
custom in the old country. The soil was favorable, but the winters
Were more severe than those of his native villege, and he did not
have immediate success. Some of the alfalfa plants winterkilled,
but he carefully saved the seed from thosz that survived and replanted
the field. Thus he continued year aftsr year, trying to grow what
he considered an essential crop. Some years his field winterkilled
very little, but in others it died out almost entirely. Yet he always
saved seed from the plants that survived and replanted the following.
spring. After years of persislence, the elfalfa became acclimatized
and no longer winterkilled. The scientific importance of his work,
Grimm probebly never resalized.

Deteiled information about Grimm s 2 farmer is lecking, but re=-
ports gathered from ths neighbors of his community have been repested-
ly used. Charles Kenning of 3ird Island , who was acqueinted with
Grimm, emphasized ths fact that for many years he made little head=-
- way, and only by persistent care did he finelly succeed in raising
hardy alfalfa, A near meighbor, Henry Gerdsen, is authority for the
story of an inci.ent that must have made Grimm feel that his efforts
1‘1:1113 paper was presented &t the afternoon’ session of the eighty-ninth
annual meeting of the Minnesota Historicel Society in St. Paul on Jan=-
uery 10, 1938. In the absence of the authors,-it was read by their
friend, Mr. Rodney C. Loehr of St. Paul. Ed.
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in growing alfalfa in Americe were worth while. In the summer of
1863, Grimm drove & number of fat cettls past Gerdsen's home on the
way to market. Gerdsen, surprised to see such fat animals when feed
was scarce and his own cattle were lean, asked Grimm where he had ob-
tained his corn. Grimm, long conscious of the fagd value of alfalfe,
proudly answered: "Kein Kbrnehen, nur ewiger Klee,"=="not one kernel,
only everlasting clover." ;

George Du Toit, the proprietor of & store at Chaske, knew Grim= for
many years. It was through him that Grimm did much of his trading, in=-
cluding the buying of garden and field seeds. ‘Du Toit remembered him
as o man with the rudimentary education of the everage Cerman-born cit-
izen, good common sense, and a determination in his undertekings. The
storekeeper also said that, in his pemory, the only time that Grimm's
alfalfs nearly died out entirely was in the winter of 1874-75. It is
interesting to note that this was the severest winter since the for-
ties. Joseph, Grimm's older son, who lived with his father until 1876,
when he went southk, recalled that six years af'ter the alfalfa was
planted the family dug & driveway for & bani barn and found that the
"roots of this glovet had penetrated more than 10 fect deep through
the clay soil." -

Wendelin Grimm's alfalfa or "everlasting clover," as it was common-
1y called, grew end thrived year after year. but it received little
early notice commercially., Grimm himself did mothing to bring his con-
tribution to the attention of the agricultural world. Only the far=mers
in his neighborhood planted it and relied on it as a per=anent source
of fodder and fertility for the soil. They obtained seec from Grimm
and sowed fields for themselves. In this wey alfalfa spread in Cerver
County, but it was reised largely within a redius of pernaps Ten miles
of the Grimm farm. It may also have been used 2 little in other local-
ities. Grimy is reported to have bought & threshing machine in 18635 -
from an implement desler who advised him to produce alfalfa seed for
commercial purposes. ihether this suggestion was given as an aid to
Grimm, or merely &s a talking point to dispose of the thresher, 'is not
Imovm. According to Joseph Grimm, who operated the machine, 480 pounds
of seed were produced on three acres in 1867 and sold in Minneapolis
for fifty cents a pound. _ _ _ _ _ _ . . o0 - - - -~ e AT T
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zFor adcditionel details on Grimm, see the following accounts by Charles
J. Brand: Grimm Alfalfa and Its Utilization in the N¥orthwest, 7-2, 17-2
(United States Department of Agriculture, Burecau of Plant Industry, Bull
+ins, no. 209-<lashington, 1911); "The Acclimatization of an Alfalfe Var:
ety in Minnesota," in Science, 28:891 (December 18, 1908); and "Ancestrn
Home of Grimm Alfalfa,™ in Fertilizer Review, $:8-10, 13 (September=Octe:
ber, 1934). See also Charles Fe. Colisson, "Memorial Tablet Erected to
Grimm Alfalfa Originator,” in Minneapolis Tribune, June 16, 1924; M.C. -
Cuttinz, "Alfelfs from Xerxes to Grimm," in Country Gentleman, 82:11, 24
(fugust 18, 1924); Charles Kenning, "Minnesots Alfalfe,” in Farm, Stock
and Home, 20:112 (March 1, 1904); and J.H. Shepperd, "The Story of an
Everlasting Clover,” in Breeder's Gazotte, B3:845 (June 21, 1923)« In
Germeny nlfalfa is known as “ewiger Klee, " because of ite continuous
growsh., It is also called Luzerne, and lonatsxles, or “menthly clover,’
since it can be cut each month. '
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The failure of hardy alfalfa to spread in Minnespta. guring the early
years of its development was probably due, as Joseph Grimm said, prin-
cipally to the fact that livestock was grazed on vacent lands and there
was plenty of open range. After the passage of the Enclosure Act in
1871, fences were erected and more attention was given to feed crops,
and especially to alfalfa, in Carver County. In 1889 this cougty pro-
duced nearly fifty per cent of the alfalfa grovn in Kinnesota.®™ Ten
years later it was still the leading alfalfs center of the state, pro-
ducing a third of the total crop. Frior to 1900, it was generally
believed that the farmers of Minnesota could not grow permanent stands
of alfalfa, and those few who knew thet it was being grown in Carver
County attributed its success to local soil conditions.

The first person to take an active interest in bringing Grimm's
hardy alfelfa to the attention of the outside world was Arthur B.
Lyman of Excelsior, About 1880, on a visit to Tobias Ottinger at
Victoria in Carver County, he learned of the superiority of alfalfa
over red clover and induced his father to plant a ficld, which winter-
killed because ordinary seed was used. Ten year later, when teaching
school in Dahlgren Tovnship, Cerver County, he agein came in contact
with this forage plant which withstocd the wintery weather. This time
he took a handful of Grimm alfelfa hay home and showed it to his father,
Wwho bought seed in Minncaepolis &nd tried again. As before the crop
winterkilled. Lymen, still believing in alfalfa, obtained seed from
the Grimm neighborhood and persuaded his father to try again., The
result following the first winter was not encouraging, but the second
winter more plants survived and from then on the alfalfa continued to
flourish.

Lymzn wies very enthusiastic over his fether's success with Grimm
alfalfa and was anxious to disclose the facts to someone who would
bring it to the attention of Minnesota farmers. In 1800, &t a picnic
excursion on Lake linnetonka, he met Professor Willet il. Hays, head
of the Agriculsural Experiment Station of the University of Minnessota .
in S8t. Poul, and %o him told the story of his ciscovery. Hays decided
to make a personel inmvestigation in Carver Countye. Accompanied by an
assistant, andrew Boss, he drove the thirty miles to Excelsior and
made an exitensive tour of insvoction with Lyman as guide. After three
days, he decided to start trials with the plant at The experirent sta-
tion, and made arrangemants with Lyman to procure all the CGrirm seed
possible. Lyman obtaired as nuch as he could by increasing his own
alfalia fields to "over one hundred acres." Cold, rainy sessons pre-
vented the hervesting of large supplies for tvwio years, but at the end
of that time he again agreed to furnish secd because there were con-
stant demande for it from other experiment stations.

3Severa1vnutere have followed the statement in Brand, Crimm £1falfa 20,
that "in 1893 with the exception of certain countiss in Hew York, Carver
was the only county cast of the Hississiprpi and lifsscur Rivers that
reported as much as 1,000 aerzs of allalfa under cultivation." Carver
County is west of the lHssigsinpi and only 658 acres of slfsliu were
reported within its borders in the agricuitural census of 1200,

A. Bs Lyman, “Alfalia Seed," in Minnesota Stete Agricultuzal Society,
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From this time on more interest was taken ;in the possibilities of
developing and introducing hardy alfalfa as a foragp crop for the North-
west. Lyman was invited by Professor Hays to read a paper on the sub-
ject at a session of the annual meeting of the Minnesota State Agricul-
tural Society, held at the Masonic Temple in Minneapolis on January 12,
1904, A general discussion of alfalfa, and especially of the hardy va-
riety grown in Carver County, followed the reading. Most noteworthy of
the remarks and questions was the comment by Williem J. Spillman, a
member of the federal department of agriculture:®
I cannot help but be impressed with this paper read by Mr. Lyman... as
of vital importance to the future of agriculture in the State of iinne-
sota and in the Dakotas. ¥e have been searching the world for a varie-
Lty of alfalfa that would do just what this variety does. We sent a man
to Turkestan this summer at great expense to get something of that kind,
but here we know we have what we sought.

Professor Hays continued to give considerable attention to Grimm alfalfa,
and in March, 1504, he issued & Press Bulletin in which, officially at
least, this hardy alfalfa was referred to as Grimm alfalfa for the first
time.

From 1801 to 1920 experiments to compare Grimm alfalfa with other
alfalfas and other species of forage plants were conducted at various
experiment stations in the Northwest. The first were started at the
Agricultural Experiment Station of' the University of Minnesota. Care-
ful statistical records were kept, using genuine Grimm seed, commercial
seed, Turkestan seed, Iowa seed, and some unidentified varieties., In
1902 similar experiments were begun at the North Dakota Agricultural
Experiment Station at Fargo and also at the substation at Dickinson.
Comparative studies in Montana and Kansas showed that Minnesota Grimm
ylelded three times &s much hay as other alfalfas. Hardy streins were

. developed also in South Dakota; one of the best was kmown as Grimm S.D.
162. After Dr. Spillman heard about Grimm alfalfa at ths meeting of
the Minnesote State Agricultural Society in 1904, the United States
department of sgriculture became actively interested, and Professor
Hays continued to give encoursgement from Washington after his eppoint-
ment as assistant secretary of agriculture. Charles J. Brand and
Lawrence R. ialdron made exhaustive comparative tests at Dickinson.
Their study brough them to the conclusion that Grizm alfalfa was a nat-
ural cross between the common purple blossom alfalfa, Hedicago sativa,
long familiar to agriculturists, and a wild yellow flowering kindred
species, Medicago falcata; which in some devious way had strayed from
its original home in Asia to western Europe.®

4!um.ual Report, 1903, p. 38-4%, and "History of Alfalfa," in linnesota
F armers' institute, Annual, 1922, p. 34. BSee also the paragraphs en-
titled "How I Discovered the Grimm Alfalfa" in the sixteen-page sales
pamphlet issued by Lyman in at least three versions under the title
_Lyman's Grizm Alfelfs (n.p.,n.d.).

Mlnnesota State Agricultural Society, Amnual Report, 1903, p. 42.
€0.J. Brand and L.R. Waldron, Cold Resistance 2£'A1falfa and Some
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Brand had obteined alfalfa seed from the region of Grimm's old home in
Germany for comparison with that developed by Grimm in Minnesota., With
reference to itas power o resist cold winter weather, the conclusion of
Brend and Waldron is as follows:

In comparative experiments with Grimm alfalfs and the 0lé German
Franconian elfalfa the latter has proved to be much less hardy under
our northern conditions than the Grimm, which points to the probability
that the German lucern that Mr. Grimm brought with him has been greatly
medified during its fifty years' sojourn in Minnesota... Under identi-
cal conditions and with identical treatment, edjoinine rows of these
strainsg killed out differently. In the old German strain 64 out of 85
plants winterkilled, while in a sample of Grimm grown in North Dakota
only 2 out of 70 plants were killed. ... The Grimm killed out les
than 3 per cent, while the old German lost more than 75 per cent.

Other observations were meade by Brand and John W. Westgate, who
started in 1906 to mske a critical, botanical, agronomic, and histor-
ical study of alfalfa, officially directed by the United States depart-
ment of agriculture. After thres years of study, Westgate concluded
that a certain per cent of lfedicegd falcata, the hardy drought-resisting
wild alfalfs of Surasia, was indicated in the Grimm strain, and that it
was this ancestry rather than acclimatization since its introduction in
Mimnesoia that made it so hardy a plant. Brand, in his summary, called
attention to the hardiness and consequent great potential value of
Grimm alfalfa. This had been amply substantiated by the results of his
investigations and also by the experiences of many northern farmers,
who time and again had planted seed of ordinery strains of domestic and
foreign origin only %o have their fields graduslly deteriorate to a
point where they were no longer profitsble. Such fields had to be
plowed up and resowed with Grimm to obtesin enduring stands.

Ten years of tests comparing Grirm with other varieties of alfalifa
confirmed all beliels in its hardines end superiority over other forzge
plants as a generel feed crop for the Horthwest. Grimm was recommnded
at all timss, but little headway was made in esteblishing it &s & lead~
ing forage crop because the farmers did not know how it should be
raised and treated under different soil conditions. NMethods were found,
however, that eventually aided certain localities in its cultivation.

BFactors Influencing IT, 50 (United States Departiment of Agriculture,
Bureau of Plant Inauscry, Bullctins, no. 185--liashington, 1510);

Brand, Grimm Alfalfa, $-11, 1:~17; R.A. Uskley =nd H.L. Westover,
Commerciel Varieties of Alfalsz, 10 (United States Department of Agri-
culture, Farmers' Bulletins,no. 757--Washington, 1916); 2.X. Blimn,
"Developing a Hardy lype of Alfalfa," in Breeder's Gazette, 63:947
;April 16, 1913).

Brand, Grirm Alfelfs, 14

8Brand. Grimm Alfalfa, 58; J.i. Westgate, "Another Explanation of the

Hardiness of Grimm Alfelfa," in Science, 30: 184-186 (August 6, 13%09).
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In Carver County the soil had always been favoraeble to a good stand, but

where the land contained quantities of acid, alfalfa did not grow success=- -

fully. The farmers had to learn that, to counteract such conditions,
they must apply lime to their fields. Inspection of the roots in alfal-
fa fields also revealed that poor stands were often caused by lack of
alfalfe bacteria, whose presence is essential if' the plants are to thrive
and to fertilize the soil. The mgthods of inoculating new seedings had
to be explained and demonstrated.

Although the large~scale production of Grimm alfalfa was slow in devel

oping, its seed was much in demand and at all times scarce. In 1814, for-
ty thousand pounds of seed were distributed among farmers widely scattered
throughout the northwestern counties of Minnesota. Many seed companies
handled what Grimm alfalfa seed they could get, and probably much that
wag purported to be of this variety, buv it was Lymasn who concentrated his
attention on producing and distributing the seed on a large commsrcial
scale. His early experience in furnishing seed for the farm school and
the encouragement and influence of Hays afforded him an unusual oppor-
tunity. He leased land in Montana, Idaho, and the Dakotas, where the

dry climate seemed to be most favorable to seadproduction. CGrimm alfal-
fa failed to seed well in wet years or in humid surroundings. Lyman
directed the farmers whose fields he had leased in the production of

pure Grimm alfalfe seed. The growers were reguired to deliver all seed
to him for inspection, and & pedigree was kept for each field planted.
Advertisements in farm journalsz and pamphlets telling of the value of
Grimm alialfa and including a short history of its discovery gave pub=
licity to "Lyman's Grimm Alfalfe Seed.," It is not known to what extent
Lyman's business grew, but in 1215, twenty=-five thousand dollars worth

of gsed was sold, and at no time was his production gresat enough to

mest the demasnd. The seed was always high in price, selling for as

much as a dollar a pound.lO

By 1920 CGrimm alfalfa weas be*ng grown in Hidenin° circles, It had

gA.C. Arny, "Alfali=a as a Farm Crop in Minnesota,“ and C.G. Selvig,
"Pastures and Meadows for Northwestern Minnesota," in Minnesota Farmers!
Institute, Apnuel, 1912, p. 167-170, 1918, p. B81-66; C. F. Bull,
"Alfalfe in Minnesote," and "Nubs of News," in Breeder's Gazebte, B2:
671, 57:618 (March 18, 1308, March 9, 1910); A.D. Wilson, Mihy Alfalfa :
on Every Farm," H.K. Haxlin, “They 'Tried Alfalfa'--and They Failed,"
and' A.D. Wilson, "Getting Started This Year with Alfalﬂa " in Wational
Alfalfa Journal, February, 12192, p. 3, Merch 13920, p. §, April, 1920,

pe 2, 9-12; C. R. Hutcheson, "Notes from the Alfslfe Clubs,” in
Northwest Farmstead, 25; 465 (2 Jgust 1, 1924); Minnesota State Board
°f Immigracion, Central Mimmesota 45 (St. Paul, 1913); "Failures in
Alfalfa Crowing," in farm, Stock and Home 20:377 (September 1, 1904).

(J Y. Deaty), "Alfalfe Seed with m Rezl Pedigree," in National
Alfaifa Journal,March, 1916, p. 5; "Lyman Tells of Saving Alfalfa Seed,"
in Norchwest rarmstead, 25:395,404, (June 15,1524); advertisement in
Ferm, Stock and Home, 26:207 (lfarch 15, 1909); Lyman's Grimm Alfalfa.
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-zero weather and.to the Canadian VWest, and it had been tried in the

states to the southwerd. In ths warm, humid regions, however, the
results proved very unsatisfactory, so its growth in such places was
The alfalfa acreage in Minnesota increased from 658
agres in 1900, to 2,288 in 1910, .45,419 in 1920, and 702,578 in 1930.
The focal point up to 1924 was always Carver County, but so great was
the expansion that by 1930 no less than eizhteen counties had a lar-
ger acreage. During the ten years from 1910 to 1920, Grimm alfalfe
wes becoming & standard hay crop in Minnesota, endorsed by many grow-
ers. The best results appeared in the western part of the state and
portions of the eastern half. The leading countiss in seed produc-
tion were Grant, Kittson, eastern Roseau, central larshall, eastern
Folk, Norman, Otter Tail, Wilkin, Becker, Crow Wing, Chippewa, Lac
qui Parle, Todd, and Stevens. In southwestern Mimmesota and the Red
River Valley, excellent hay crops were obtained, but the fields pro-
duced seed only in dry seasons. 11

Farmers in North Dakota became interested in Grimm alfalfa after
seeing the results at the North Dakots demonstration farms. Soms
began extensive production of seed and, as a result, the North Dakota
Grimm Alfalfa Seed Producers! Association was incorporated in 19186.
The objects were to register Grimm alfalfe fields to keep the variety
pure, to assure purchasers that all the seed they bought was genuine
North Dakote-grown Grimm, and to furnish this seed to buyers at pri-
ces consistent with the product. The bylaws provided for inspection
and verification of fields to insure egainst fraud or possitle error,
The Grimm fields in North Dakota weres registered by application, and
grovers stated under oath that genuine seed was the source from
which their crops were grown. In 1917, its first year, the associ-
ation handled seventeen thousand pounds of seed,l2

& similar organizetion in Minnesota, the Mirmesota Grimm Alfalfa
Growers Association, wes formed at lorris in August, 1924, The
businessmen of the town sgreed to donate and build a warehouse to be
used for storing the pooled seed of &ll members of The organization.
Articles snd bylews wers drawn up providing for the use of genuine
seed and fair Terns of production. In order to equalize freight
costs, it was apre=d =o cversge the cartage, thus giving e farmer
who lived two hundred miles from Morris the same advantage as one
who shippcd only ten miles. The Minnesota Crop Improvenent Asso=

» ciation also became actively interested in Grimm alfalfa, and re-

guired that seed for certification he traced back, under affidavit,
to Carver County.ld

Although incremsins sttertion was being given to the production
of Grimm seed, the acreagze was slow in reaching = commanding figure.

il.--------------------------- ------

Re S. Dunhem, "4C Years of Agronomy,™ in Red River Agrie, 12-15

{g;ookston, 1936) .

+ R. Porter, "N.D.Grimm Alfalfa Association," in Farmer, 38: 852
(May 11, 1918). —

Certifyiny Alfelfa Seed," end "Morris Donates Grimm Warehouse," in
Horthwest Farmstesd, 25: 359, 508 (an 15, August 15, 1924),




K o

The Northwest Farmstead took a leading interest in expanding the acre=
age of alfalla, recommending Grimm as the variety to be grown in Hinne-
sota. After emphasizing alfalfa for & number of years, it started a
most arduous campaign on August 1, 1923, and during the following ysar
published some two hundred articles endorsing Grimm and revealing the
value of alfalfa as a protein feed and a soil builder. The campaign
slogan was "An Acre of Alfalfa for Every Cow in Minnesota." To teach
the farmers how to grow alfalfa successfully, Charles R. Hutcheson, &
specialist on the subject, was engaged to go to all perts of Minneso-
ta to test the soil and explain to the farmers and businessmen "what
to do and how to do it" in order to succeed with alfalfa. He came to
be imowm as "Alfalfa Hutch," &nd &s & result of his work many alfalfa
clubs were formsd to further its growth. An example of the interest
taken is shom in a letter from Lyan Sheldon, county agent of Redwood
County, to the Northwest Formrtesd: ™ '

Redwood Ceunty fermers have sown over 15,000 pounds of Grimm
alfalfe this apring (15z4) sccording to reports from verious seed
handling agencies. About one half of that amount was ordered through
the county sgert and ordsrs were pleced with the various seed distrib-
uting agencies hardling good ceed at right prices.

The production of a forage plant so herdy as Grima alfaifsa, with
its perminaonce, enermous yields, high protein content. ecconony &s &
crop, and value &8s 4 soil builder and weed throttler, is almost with-
out parsiiel ir plant hisvory. It is impossible to compule in collars
and cente what it has mean: to the nation. Hinnesote, thersrore,
owes & preat deal to the diligent German pioneer wio ipew thet he
must have pood fozd fer his livestock and, taroull: rerseverance &nd
hard work, cevelopsd what is the ouvstandizz forcgs crop in the North-
west todzy. Who should be honored for brimgirg Grimm z1falfa To the
attentior of tha egricultur-al world and fosterizg ivs development is
a guesticn thei cezmet be snswered easily. Iucsh ecredit, however,
should be giver t¢ Loxzen, Isys, Boss, Brand, Waldron, Wuesscgate, Hutche~
son, and oi¥crs for thoir irterst in alfaifa woriz. Yac verious elfalfa
assozialicus and the canpaign of the Northfest Fusm:toxd chould not be
overicav=l, 40 T

Y¢ peyv homege and tribute to the German picnzer who deralcped
Grimrm &ifaifs, & momowst was unveiled and dediseted on Jurn= 10, 1924,
on his 0id im-m. Over Zour hundred people gatlerei for the occasion
ineludivrs wanys o Griiin's descendents. Hiz gracddsupater, iiss Clare
Adelywan of Murmsanolis, drew back the Americen {lsg that coverad the
morument=-s bronze tublst citached o a patizs dovldere The inserip-
e - RS ARaC g, i -
1 Hortiegt feractsndla Aliaifa Campaign in liinnesote " "Raoview of
Alfalfa Clul: Activivies.” ond "With Alfalfa Cluds in lhnnnesota," in
Northwest Varmctoed, 26:29<.202,408 (April 15, Ley 15. June 15, 1924);
C.R. hubenissor, ‘érimm or Cossack-=hy?" in Farm, Stock :ud Hone,
41:174 (March 15, 1328).

"Ali{alia on bvary iidnuesota Farm,” in Farm, Stocz and Homs, 41:
174 (Merech 15, 1522).
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tion reeds: "Commemorating Wendelin Grimm, resident of Mimmesota
1857~1891, who originated Grimm Alfalfa on this farm. Erected June
1924 by Grimm Alfalfa Growers Associations."

Speakers at the dedication services included Dean W. C. Coffey, of
the college of agriculture of the University of Minnesota, who declared
that he felt that Grimm's contribution to the livestock industry was
as great as that of the breeders. George W. Kelley, editor of the
Northwest Farmstead, gave his reaction to the occasion in the follow-

ing editorial, and its text may well serve as a conclusion for the
present discussion:

The world imows not its greatest bemefactors. Frequently it rai-
ses to eminence the demsgogue and the time server. Fame is often
given to those responsible for its most disastrous calamities.

Sometimes, though, it is given to a few to recognize and pay trib-
ute to a patient man or women who in obscurity and perhaps in poverty
has worked out great bemefits to humanity.

Such an occasion was that . . » when eminent men from several
states joined with hundreds of his former neighbors in dasdicating =
monument to the late YWendelin Grimme o e-e

Civilization advances. Such monuments indicate it. Perhaps some
day our historians will tell more of the work of such men end glorify
less the authors of death and devastation.

EVEREZT E. =DVARDS
United States Department of Agriculture,
Viashington, D.C.

HORACE E. RUSSELL
Social Security Board, \ashington, D.C.

ls“Honoz- to Wendelin Grirm," in Farmer, 42:800, 857, 86% (June 7, 21,
1924); Collison, Zin Tribume, Jurs 15, 1924; Northwest Farmstesad,25:
375, 419, 423, (June 1, July 1, 192¢),




k#1sheim

Here in the northeast part of Baden, Germany, lies the little
town of Klllsheim nestled between the hills and valleys ncar the
Tauber River, and over looking Taubor Vallsy in a southeasterly
direction. This town was established long before the time of Christ,
and had encountered many difficulties with the Romans and Franks
during the first few centuries, with the landlords, trustees, prin-
ces, kings, and pswnbrokers. As & means of protection, & high
stone wall with a large gusrc house and loock-out tower were built
around the tovm in 1292, which took fifty years to build, to dis-
courage intruders. Parts of the wall, guard house, tcwer and sn-
trance gates are still intact and are viewed by many tourist visi-
tors each year.

The town's water nceds were supplied by many spring-fed foun-
tains. Some of tiese fountains were used primerily for drinking
wiater, and thers the vownsfolk would gather for chatiing and remin-
iscing. Other fountains were used as drinking stations f'or cattle,
and during tThe summer, the women would bring the family wash to the
fountain rather than carry the water to the home. Near the outside
wall on the upper part of the Tauber River was & dam which provided

ter power for the four water wheels that moved the machinery in
the flour mill, saw mill, and commercial factories in the little
tovm.

The hills beyond the Tauber Valley were deuse with heavy for-
ests which provided lumber and firewocd for XH#lsheim. 1In the for-
est are various nut trees including walnuts and chestnuts. Thase
are gathered each fall, then shelled and pressed to extract oil
for which taers were many uses. The oil was called nut oil.

Although Kllsheim is a comparatively lurge tovm, it has no
railrocd. iHowever, there is a railroad about thrse miles avay
where the m2il for the tovm coles in and from which the citizens
receive freight end transcortation.

y sr

Kilsheinm, the tovn from which Wendelin Crimm i-miprated in 1857.



HOW GRIMM ALFALFA CAME TO MINNESOTA

In a trunk, between blankets and quilts, as in a
treasure chest,

Lay hid a fifteen=-pound bag of seed, the very best.

'Twas put there by a2 man named Wendelin Grimm,

A man of ambition, vigor, and vim.

His purpose was to sow it in fertile soil,

But this involved a deal of lsbor and of toil.

By stage coach, covered wegon, or however it went,
In transit many, many weeks were spent,

Until it came to Laketown Township in this state,
Where Grimm had bought himself some real estate.
Here, year after year, a ssot was found

To raise this alfalfa in fertile ground.

The winters then were very, very cold,

And icy winds a tragic story told.

But Grimm alfalfa bravely stood the test,
Always bringing forth yieléds the very best.

And so today the signboards in Carver County read:
"Carver County, The Home of Grimm Alfalfa Seed".
Yes, Grimm Alfalfe Hay has become renowned

It stands as something that cannot be ‘downed".
For its very name is "Lucern, or Ewiger Klee"

To us Americans, better known as Grimm Alfalfa Hay.

This seed was planted {irst in 1858,
The very year when Minnesota became a state,

£11 this came sbout because a man nemed Vendelin Crimm,

Had courage and faith, and persevering vim.



In one of these trunxs lay hidden the precious Treasure
a small bag of "Ewiger Xlee" sced, today known as Grimm
falfa, the herdy forage plant supcrior to any otiher kind,

A picturc of the stard of Grirmm olfalf
dedication, sixty years after the orizina

= on the day of
l plﬂniinu.
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Farm to which Wendelir Grimm migrated in 1857. The original
log buildings of house, barn, and grenary were replaced by
him about the year 1875.

Horsepower-threshing mechine used on the Gri-m farm during
the yecars of 1865 - 1885,



Tschimperle and loterman threshing rig-=threshing
on The Hubert Kelzer farm, formeriy owned by Wendalin
Crimm, now owned by his breat—grancsen. Clarence Helzer.
The picture was taken the day before Thanksgiving in
1909,

Reading from loft to right ars the following:
Anton Scdzlpr, grain-carrier, iHubert ¥elzer, strau-pile
maker; Clarence Penrson, “reak Grimm, Frink Kelzer,
Georsc Kelzer, groin-carriers; Jacsh ta-cener, IMick
Schutrup, darry Bhomantreus, Tom {Liageihutz, Joe
Willmanr, Leon nrd V= Sloun, bunalﬂ~"1::“or:; Joe
Hoterman, engineer. Seated on Top or maeenine, Matst
Schneider, blower-tender; Theodsre Kramer, bazger-man;

t Vag Sloum, gra in-separaior; Frans Dresser (not
shovm on picture) water-tender.
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Picturc of the Grim greondehildren pras
dedication of the monument on Jure 10, “Lé

left to right: arpnie Griom Courteau, Mary Heizer
Tiellens, Fronces Grirmm Williams. Standings Mary

Grimm Adelmamn, Ottilin Griret Volkenont. Back Row:

Leo Grirm, Frenk Grine, George Kelzer, Frank Kelzer,

Clatzcl.
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